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Figure 3. An example of providing a continuum of services for advanced learners: Fairfax County, Virginia

Elementary School

Level 1
Access to Rigor

GRADES K6

All students receive talent
development lessons with
critical and creative thinking
strategies and Advanced
Academic Programs (AAP)
curriculum lessons.

Level 2
Subject Specific Advanced
Differentiation

GRADES K-6

Identified students receive
Advanced Academic
Programs (AAP) curriculum
lessons in the general
education setting in areas of
academic strength.

Level 3
Part-Time Services

GRADES 3-6

Identified students receive
Advanced Academic
Programs (AAP) curriculum
lessons in more than

one academic content

area led by the Advanced
Academic Resource Teacher.
Programming has increased
depth and complexity.

Middle School

Honors Classes

GRADES 7-8

Any student who seeks academic rigor may enroll in honors
classes. Students should consider taking honors classes in areas

of strengths or interest.

Level 4
Full-Time Services

GRADES 3-8

Identified students receive
Advanced Academic
Programs (AAP) curriculum
lessons full-time.
Programming has increased
depth, complexity, and pace
in all academic content
areas.

Full-Time Level 4

GRADES 7-8

Eligible students may either attend their assigned Advanced
Academic Programs (AAP) center school or enroll in Honors

classes at their base school.

High School

Any student may enroll in advanced courses in high school as long as they have met the course pre-requisites.

Honors Classes

GRADES 9-12

Any student who seeks
academic rigor may enroll
in honors classes. Students
should consider taking
honors classes in areas of
strengths or interest.

|

Advanced Placement (AP)
GRADES 9-12

AP coursework is similar to
first year college courses.
They help prepare students
for college level coursework.

International Baccalaureate (IB)

GRADES 9-12

The IB programs provide
rigorous coursework. Students
engage in deep thinking,
reading, and writing with an
international perspective.

Dual Enrollment
GRADES 9-12

FCPS teachers teach

Dual Enrollment courses.
Students may earn college
credit through agreements
with a college or university.

Note: One of the largest school divisions in the United States, Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) in Virginia services over 180,000 students in almost 200
schools. FCPS offers a continuum of services to meet advanced learning needs of its students in grades K-12. Some services are available to all students,
and other services are available to those who are identified through screening as needing them.

Building a Wider, More Diverse Pipeline of Advanced Learners:
Final Report of the National Working Group on Advanced
Education,” Thomas B. Fordham Institute (June 2023),




Developing a Continuum of Services for Advanced Education
Include learning opportunities for grades K through 12 as required under New Jersey Law.

Look at existing programs and services to identify which services your district already offers
that benefit advanced learners or prepare learners to access advanced education.

Record all of the services you already provide for advanced learners in a chart or other
organizing tool.

What types of services are included in a Continuum of Services?

e Talent Development - Enrichment opportunities, critical or creative thinking skills
instruction, explorations in talent or interest area

e Acceleration - Subject or grade acceleration, telescoping curriculum, early entrance to
Kindergarten, dual enrollment

e Advanced Learning Opportunities - Advanced lessons/classes/courses with academic peers,
independent research, academic competitions, Mentors or internships

e Grouping for Advanced Learning - Cluster grouping, in-class flexible grouping, self-
contained grouping for advanced coursework, magnet programs

Review the services you offer and consider:
e Do our services match the stated goals/mission of advanced education in our district?

e Do our services meet the needs of all of the advanced learners that we identify and those
with potential?

e Arethere students (2E, ML, etc.) that cannot participate in services in our district because
we do not have the necessary supports to help them achieve success?
These might include inequitable identification processes, inflexible constraints on
alternate content, process or products for students who need support, or lack of
talent development learning opportunities to help students with advanced potential
develop the necessary knowledge and skills to successfully participate in advanced
services

Develop services to address the “holes” in your continuum. You can start small, but create an
action plan to move toward your ideal continuum of services for advanced learners.
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